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Metro Riders Unperturbed by Fear of Terrorism  
Officer’s Charges of assisting ISIS Will Not Control Commute 

DC Metro riders say the latest reports of terror close to home is not 
sufficient reason to evade public transportation. 

After Metro Police Officer Nicholas Young was arrested Wednesday on 
charges of assisting ISIS, the question remains of whether the ex 
officer’s motives included terror-related harm of the public he has 
served since 2003.  

Jesse Roberts, a Medicaid Policy Analyst of Baltimore, was in New 
York City on 9/11. 

“I remember when the first plane hit, we thought it was an accident,” 
Roberts said. “A couple minutes later a second plane hit.  I thought I 
was going to die.”  

Roberts said he feels spent by today’s violent narrative, and though the 
feeling of a mourning metropolis is a memory untarnished, he does not 
overthink his safety in the nation’s capitol. 

“There’s this level of exhaustion I’m feeling at this point-unfortunately 
its something I’ve come to expect,” Roberts said. “I still feel safe on the 
Metro.” 

Washingtonian Nico Bailey, who said he rides the Metro at least twice a 
day, and Naomi Ball of Baltimore agree that the proximity of terrorist 
activity will not play a part in their ridership. 

“It doesn’t really make me feel one type of way,” Bailey said. “I’m just 
made aware of what’s around me.” Ball shared that potential terrorism 
in DC makes for very scary times, she said, “You can’t stop crazy 
people.” 

Ball also added that she confides in the metro’s security system.  

The latest reports of efforts for changes to security include WMATA’s 
Customer Accountability Report (CARe).  As of July 31, the report 
included plans to increase the number of Metro Transit Police Officers 
which were categorized as “Work in Progress or Completed.” 



A Metro Police Officer at WMATA’s headquarters said on Thursday 
that officers are not authorized to answer any questions related to the 
matter at this time. 

CEO and General Manager Paul Weildefeld said in a statement that in 
the case of Young, he found the allegations “profoundly distrubing.” At 
the National Press Club in March, during the first four months of his 
position at WMATA, Weildefeld stressed that safety is the number one 
priority in planning for the Metro system’s future.  

Statistics from the WMATA 2017 Fiscal Year budget indicate there 
were over 700,000 daily Metro boardings in 2015, lower than any year 
since 2008. As Weildefeld and his team continue to work on 
improvements for the WMATA system, some riders, like Naomi Ball, 
said they fear will not control their commute. 

“You Just got to keep living,” Ball said, “Keep riding the train.” 


