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Smithsonian’s new African American museum opens doors 
Omega Psi Phi fraternity embraces inauguration with brotherly 
love  

Pictured from left to right: Clarence Thomas, Tracy Jones, Jerry Jones, Duane Dickerson, 
Khary Early, Darrel Moore, Anthony Agathe, and Robert Jaminson. Natalie Hutchison, Ameri-
can University.  

The brothers of Omega Psi Phi said the first showcase of African 
American history and culture instilled a feeling consistent with 
their fraternity’s mission-uplift. 

Spotted among the 20,000 in attendance by their signature purple 
ties, Omega Psi Phi anticipated the momentous opening of the 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and 
Culture on Saturday.  

The African American fraternity’s objective to empower, mentor 
and educate African American youth is shared by 90,000 brothers 
worldwide, 300 of which joined together on the National Mall to 
celebrate the museum opening.  



Clarence Thomas, a fraternity brother since 1977, said he thinks 
the museum will provide a place to learn about an essential part of 
American history that has long been missing.  

“We are going to be coming to grips with the fact that this is not 
just African American history, this is all of our history,” said 
Thomas.  

Photo of Clarence Thomas, a member of Omega Psi Phi since 1977, in front of the Jumbotrons 
at the newest Smithsonian museum inauguration. Natalie Hutchison, American University. 

While Omega Psi Phi’s mission is to support underprivileged 
African American youth through scholarships and mentoring pro-
grams, the president of the organization, called “Grand Basileus” 
by fraternity brothers, presented the museum with a financial dona-
tion before the ceremony. 

A newer brother, Khary Early, just joined the brotherhood October 
of last year. For Early, feelings during this historical moment were 
mixed, and sentiments of apprehension in the achievement of racial 
equality run deep.  

Early said he is hopeful for the long-term outcome of the museum 
because this is a physical space to interact with a piece of history 
he said has been “glossed over.” 

“We see all of the madness thats going on with the over-policing in 
certain situations. That, combined with this beautiful building and 
the great energy we have here, I definitely have mixed feelings,” 
said Early.  



The presentation featured musical performances by Stevie Wonder 
and Gladys Night, and moving words by Obama and the museum’s 
founding director Lonnie bunch.  
 

Video: Thousands came together at the National Mall on 17th St. to welcome the opening of the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American History and Culture after 100 years in the making. Natalie Hutchison, 
American University. 

Proposals for the museum were initiated a century ago. After 
decades of pushing for its realization, laughter, tears and hope sur-
faced as history was made. 

DC residents and visitors stood in amazement at the performances by Stevie Wonder and Gladys Knight. 
Natalie Hutchison, American University.  



Jerry Jones has been a member of Omega Phi Psi for 44 years and 
said he has awaited this moment for as long as he can remember.  

Jones said despite strides to make African American history trans-
parent, inclusivity is not necessarily a sign of justice. Jones said 
simply having a black president is not indicative of equality, but 
one of many steps necessary to reaching it.  

“I've accomplished some things in life, but i think if it was an  

equal playing ground I likely could have accomplished more 
things,” said Jones.  

Obama said the museum will help complete the story of America’s 
history. The museum opened at 1PM on Saturday to the first public 
visitors with tickets reserved long in advance. The inauguration 
kicked off with celebration on Friday, opening on Saturday, and 
continued concerts on Sunday. 

Fraternity brothers of Omega Psi Phi said they’re visit is reserved 
for December. Until then, they will continue their commitment to 
guidance for African American men.  

“The things we discover in this museum are things that happened 
that may not have been necessarily as great and grand as we’d like 
to think that we are,” said Thomas. “So coming face to face with 
that will hopefully be changing.” 

More from the Saturday Celebration of #nmaahc 



A closer look at “Justice” by Tasha Douge from New York. Made entirely of hair and cotton, Tasha calls this 
an homage to her ancestors. Natalie Hutchison, American University. 

 

Tasha Douge traveled from New York to showcase her artwork, nicknamed “Justice.” Made entirely of hair 
and cotton, Douge called this a tribute to her ancestors. Natalie Hutchison, American University.


