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DoD Laboratories pledge for funding  
Research heads urge for more spending freedom on military 
operations 

A more sustained, long-term investment in the Department of 
Defense would aid the agency’s productivity, research experts told 
Congress today.  

Heads of military research laboratories pledged to find ways to 
improve the state of military facilities, and agreed more flexibility 
on funding expenditure is key.  

Naval Research Laboratory Director Dr. Edward Franchi said, “It’s 
critical that facilities be improved so we can attract and retain 
qualified personnel.” 

Franchi said the average age of naval research lab buildings is 59 
years, and that the infrastructure is in need of repair for 
“excessive” failures. 

The funding for such upgrades is limited. Current legislation 
permits three percent of appropriations for military activities to be 
used without direct consultation from the Department of Defense 
or congressional approval. 

Such funding is allocated toward developments including 
innovation, research, facility advancement, and education.  

Director of the U.S. Army Research Laboratory, Dr. Philip Perconti 
said his facility was able to use part of this three percent for “E 
Cybermission,” a web-based science competition that awards 
grants to innovative students beginning in elementary school. 

Despite this three percent expenditure freedom, laboratory 
directors said they are feeling the pressures of budgetary 
constraints.  



The bottleneck in the speed and agility of the hiring process, in 
addition to needs for facility upgrades could cost the labs skilled 
workers. 

“You could lose very high qualified candidates across the board if 
the process isn’t streamlined,” said Perconti.  

Franchi added that at the Naval Research Laboratory, business 
operations are slow and frustration is building up due to an overall 
sluggish system. 

Director of Engineer Research for the U.S. Army Corps Dr. Jeffrey 
Holland pointed out a source of trouble is the inability of funds to 
rollover. 

Facilities are not able to make headway on larger projects, which 
Holland said is a result of the inability of funds to be used in 
subsequent years. 

Consequently, the focus has been on taking smaller steps that 
perhaps neglect “enormous” sets of laboratory issues in need of 
attention.  

Airfare Research Laboratory Maj. Gen. Robert McMurry said, 
“For the labs, the facilities are our runways, they are the things that 
allow us to do our mission.”  

Mcmurry called the labs the “crowd pleasers,” and though they are 
in good enough shape to get the job done, there is room for 
improvements.  

“We are not the only ones feeling the squeeze on facilities and 
maintenance, just the routine maintenance is a stretch,” said 
McMurry.  




